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How Neil
took control
of his destiny

A former 3-D designer has quit his
job with a Bath marketing firm to
launch his own photography busi-
ness in the city:

Neil Griffiths spent around four
years creating designs for shopfit-
ting, merchandising and retail
units but decided to leave the com-
pany after it started to make re-
dundancies as work dried up.

The 32-yvear-old had always had a
passion for photography and after a
chance invitation to cover a friend’s
wedding, he decided to use his skills
to launch his own business.

Mr Griffiths runs Bath Weddings
from his home in Camden and said
starting a business and embarking
on a new career was a big siep to
take daring difficult economic
times.

He said: “It’s proving to be one of
the best decisions I've ever made.
Having control of my own destiny
was one of the driving factors be-
hind my decision.”

Mr Griffiths took inspiration from
his father Dennis, who was an
award-winning photographer.

The entrepreneur has alsc been
able to benefit from the level of
forward planning involved in book-
ing wedding photography.
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IN CHARGE: wedding photegrapher Neil Griffiths

He said: “You get such great feed-
back in this job, whereas with a lot
of jobs you don’t get good feedback
from employers or clients.

“This hasn’t been a financially
scary decision to take hecause the
beniefit I have is people book in
advance.

“Rather than freelance design
work taken week by week, at the
moment I know what weddings I
have got until December so 1 can
plan financially.”
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Mr Griffiths said the priority
within the business was providing a
personal level of service and secur-
ing future bookings through refer-
rals.

He said: “Bath is a fantastic place
for wedding photography. There are
genuninely good people here and
frommy point of view you get varied
business with local people geiting
married and people from London
getting married in Bath that may
have family in the city.”
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Finance advisers in buyout

A Bath-based finance firm has
bought an established financial ad-
visory business in Cambridge.

Money Wise Financial Advisers
took over Lee and Co earlier this
month in a move designed to expand
services for its existing clients and
attract new customers by offering
extended services.

The sale means Money Wise, which
was launched in Bath in 1987, now
operates from headguarters at Cha-
pel Row with a staff of around 30 in a
network of around four offices across
the country.

The firm employs 17 people in Bath
and the purchase of Lee and Co has
added a further nine new faces to the
fold.

Money Wise founder and managing
director Malcolm Coury started the
company with his wife Halena and

said the team in Cambridge had
demonstrated a proven track record
of providing a high level of customer
care and professionalism.

Mr Coury said: "We are very ex-
cited about acquiring this well-re-
spected firm and, in particular, being
able to grow the existing relation-
ships with both private clients and
many of Cambridge’s best known
employers.”

Lee & Co was tounded in 1962 and
long-time _partner Phillip Bowden-
Pickstock said he was keen to move
the business forward.

Money Wise is now one of the UK’s
top 100 fastest-growing independent
financial advisers.

Mr Coury said; “We are swimming
against the current economic tide
and this acquisition makes us
stronger going forward.”

¢

£115,000 or £7,000 pa rental.

£197,500.

pa. Nil premium for early disposal.
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS

FREEHOLD FORMER POST OFFICEWITH IMMACULATE ONE
BEDROOM FLAT FOR SALE Opportunity for residence and business use for the
price of a decent flat. Price guide £250,000

LOCK UP SHOP FOR SALE ORTO LET JULIAN ROAD Price guide

VIRTUAL FREEHOLD SHOP FOR SALE Margarets Buildings. Available either
with or without private garage. Situated in prime tourist location between Royal
Crescent and The Circus. Price guide £310,000 or £360,0C0 with garage.
WAREHOUSE/WORKSHOP TO LET Eastern side of Bath. Modern building. 58
sqm (627 sqft) 3 phase electricity. New lease. £4,500 pa.

RESTAURANT INVESTMENT FOR SALE Well respected persenal covenants.
Current rental £16,200. Fully repairing and insuring lease wthl | years unexpired.

CITY CENTRE RETAIL UNIT LEASE FOR ASSIGNMENT Rental £16,800

YERY BUSY NEIGHBOURHOCD CAFE BUSINESS FOR SALE Moorland
Rerad Renaral £ 12800 na Cannina Al and A2 rancanr Prirs new SIGNIECANTIY




